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membership fees) and this, to all practical intents and purposes, 
is a waste of just so much good material and membership fees, a 
thing which chemists, above all other professionals, should not 
tolerate nor encourage. I am in a position to know that this 
unnecessary printing and the labor connected with the collec- 
tion and handling of these papers, cost the Eighth Congress 
substantially 6,600 membership fees, whereas the paid-up 
membership was only 4,163 or roughly 63 per cent of these 
needless expenditures. If the policy that seems heretofore to 
have governed these Congresses continues these expendi- 
tures of time, labor, money and effort, above designated 
as needless will increase and sooner or later will assume far 
greater relative proportions with respect to income from mem- 
berships and therefore must inevitably destroy the support 
given these Congresses by chemists at large and finally these 
Congresses must of necessity; disappear, such disappearance 
could be regarded as nothing less than a calamity since the field 
for these Congresses does exist and there is need of the work 
they can perform. 

Needless to say, no business enterprise could survive such dis- 
proportion between income and outgo and no institution, scien- 
tific or otherwise, that is operated on such inefficient lines has 
any real claim to support, encouragement or consideration from 
any source whatever. These Congresses have now passed through 
eight meetings and the institution as a whole is nineteen years or 
more old ; it is not unreasonable to expect that a definite proper 
policy as to scope, commensurate with the income of and the 
actual interest in the institution, should be adopted. In this 
connection it may be useful to refer to a paper by Walter F. 
Reid{Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry ^ 1907, p. 75) in 
which he gives the total cost of some of these Congresses and 
their memberships. 
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by the preceding Congresses. Any change in policy must first 
be sanctioned by the International Commission of Congresses 
of Applied Chemistry whose President is Professor Paul I. 
Walden, President of the Ninth Congress. This Commission is 
not expected to take the initiative in any change of policy; the 
desire, if any, for such a change must come from the members of 
these Congresses themselves. The members of the Eighth Con- 
gress owe it to the members of the Ninth Congress to acquaint the 
International Commission of Congresses of Applied Chemistry of 
any desires they may have in respect of such changes. 

90 William Street, 

New York, March 31, 1913. 



LANE MEDICAL LIBRARY 



To avoid fine, this book should be returned on 
or before the date last stamped below. 



